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INTRODUCTORY NOTES:

● This order of worship is adapted from Druid Hills Presbyterian Church’s
(Atlanta) service on the third day of Christmas, 2020, which was
facilitated by our OPSF’s President, the Rev. Shelli Latham.

● Credit — Please place the following note in your bulletin: This service is
inspired by an Order of Worship provided by the Omaha Presbyterian
Seminary Foundation. The mission of OPSF is to seek, develop and
support excellence in Christian leadership through the Presbyterian Church (USA). They do this through a variety
of scholarships, grants and programs which support pastors and congregational leaders.

Credit is provided throughout the resource for components of the service and
should be included in your bulletin or screen sharing.

● The service is organized around the 1625 poem, A New Dial, printed in the
1625 Bagford Collection Almanack. Feel free to adjust the order to best suit
your congregation’s needs.

● Leader parts are noted in bold. Italicized portions are intended to be ready by
all.

Scripted leader parts are provided for many sections of the service for ease in
passing leadership on to congregational members. Note that no introduction is
provided for the portions of call and response which pertain to A New Dial.

● Hymn suggestions come from the Glory to God hymnal.

● The art in this sample comes from KateofMindDesigns on Etsy. It has been purchased by OPSF to share with
you for creative inspiration but not for production by your church. IF YOU WISH TO PRINT THE ART, please
contact the artist to purchase the rights to print and ask how to credit in your bulletin or on screen. The link is
below:

There is a variety of twelve days of Christmas art on Etsy. You may also find free photographs and images to
print at www.pexels.com or www.pixabay.com. The partridge on the right is from Pixabay. This service provides
an opportunity to support contemporary artists; however, there is a variety of copyright and royalty free art on
the web.

https://www.etsy.com/listing/917989629/christmas-printable-wall-art-christmas?ga_order=most_relevant&ga
_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=twelve+days+of+christmas+tags&ref=sr_gallery-1-
2&pro=1&organic_search_click=1

http://www.pexels.com
http://www.pixabay.com
https://www.etsy.com/listing/917989629/christmas-printable-wall-art-christmas?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=twelve+days+of+christmas+tags&ref=sr_gallery-1-2&pro=1&organic_search_click=1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/917989629/christmas-printable-wall-art-christmas?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=twelve+days+of+christmas+tags&ref=sr_gallery-1-2&pro=1&organic_search_click=1
https://www.etsy.com/listing/917989629/christmas-printable-wall-art-christmas?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=twelve+days+of+christmas+tags&ref=sr_gallery-1-2&pro=1&organic_search_click=1


A New Dial

Printed in the 1625 Bagford Collection Almanack.

Chorus:

|: In those twelve days let us be glad :|

For God of His power hath all things made.

What are they that are but one?

What are they that are but one?

We have one God alone

In heaven above sits on His throne:

What are they which are by two?

Two testaments, the old and new,

We do acknowledge to be true:

What are they which are but three?

Three persons in the Trinity

Which make one God in unity:

What are they which are but four?

Four sweet Evangelists there are,

Christ's birth, life, death which do declare:

What are they which are but five?

Five senses, like five kings, maintain

In every man a several reign:

What are they which are but six?

Six days to labor is not wrong,

For God himself did work so long:

What are they which are but seven?

Seven liberal arts hath God sent down

With divine skill man's soul to crown:

What are they which are but eight?

Eight Beatitudes are there given

Use them right and go to heaven:

What are they which are but nine?

Nine Muses, like the heaven'

nine spheres,

With sacred tunes entice our ears:

What are they which are but ten?

Ten statutes God to Moses gave

Which, kept or broke, do spill or save:

What are they which are but eleven?

Eleven thousand virgins did partake

And suffered death for Jesus' sake:

What are they which are but twelve?

Twelve are attending on God's son;

Twelve make our creed. The Dial's done:

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Leader Script:

Today, our order of worship is shaped around the twelve days of Christmas, which begins on Christmas
Day and ends the day before the celebration of Epiphany. Our service is ordered around the poem, The
New Dial, which offers interpretations for each of the different gifts provided by God, our true love,
and tied to our walk of faith.

Let us now prepare our hearts and minds as God calls us to worship:



A PARTRIDGE IN A PEAR TREE—JESUS CHRIST

CALL TO WORSHIP Hebrews 1:1-4

What are they that are but one?

We have one God alone

In heaven above sits on His throne:

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in

these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,

through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the

exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word.

When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty

on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is

more excellent than theirs.

CAROL #134 Joy to the World Antioch

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! | Let earth receive her king;

let every heart prepare him room, | and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven and nature sing, | and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

TWO TURTLE DOVES—THE OLD AND NEW  TESTAMENTS

What are they which are by two?

Two testaments, the old and new,

We do acknowledge to be true.

THREE FRENCH HENS—THE TRINITY

What are they which are but three?

Three persons in the Trinity

Which make one God in unity.

Leader Script:

As we join in singing our doxology, which is fancy language for a song of praise, take note that this praise is
offered to each person of the trinity: Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, and God the Creator.

(Note: Any trinitarian song of praise will work here.)

DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; | Praise God, all creatures here below:

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! |Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts.

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



THREE FRENCH HENS — THEOLOGICAL VIRTUES: FAITH, HOPE, CHARITY

CALL TO RECONCILIATION

Leader Script:

On this day, when we celebrate the in-breaking of Christ into the world, we are reminded that our God does
not stay away when things are bad or hold us at arms length in our imperfection. No — God comes into the
mess of our lives and our world, for the purpose of our redemption. When our faith, hope, and charity are out
of whack, we can trust in the one who was born to save to offer us forgiveness and a new way forward.

Trusting in Christ’s love and mercy, let us join together in our prayer of brokenness.

UNISON PRAYER OF BROKENNESS

Loving God—Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit,

As we come to you in the light of this Christmas week, we admit that there are times when our

faith, hope, and charity are not so readily on display.

It can be difficult to hold on to our belief and trust in you amidst the trials, and

busyness, and boredom of our lives. Sometimes our faith wanes, and we fail to take

the time to call a friend, or return to scripture, or sink into deep prayer that we

might find you anew. Forgive us when our faith fails us.

Sometimes, as our earth warms, and violence rages, and children are caged in the name of

security, the bad news of the world can be overwhelming. And we lose sight of your promises

that light and love will always get the last word. Forgive us when our hope falters.

Sometimes, in our fear of not having enough or another having what they do not

deserve, we hold on too tightly to the gifts you give us. Other times we dole out

compassion to make ourselves feel good without seeking a genuine connection

with those in need of care. Forgive us when we resort to puffed-up charity or forget

how to love our neighbors as ourselves.

Bring us back to the tenderness of the manger to restore

our faith in our God who risks to be among us,

our hope in the one who set the angels to singing,

and our generosity to share like the magi who came with gifts

before a poor, working-class, refugee baby. (time for silent reflection)

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Leader Script:

Hear and believe the good news: The one whose birth we celebrate this day came into the world in an
inconceivable act of love. Those first coos of life — coupled with a ministry of healing and grace, a death
freely-given, and a resurrection beyond imagination — broke the hold of sin upon us. In those same acts of
tenderness and power, we are all forgiven this day and set free for new life. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSE OF PRAISE #113 Angels We Have Heard on High Gloria

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,

And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.

Glo---ria in excelsis Deo! Glo---ria in excelsis Deo!



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Leader Script:

Holy God, light of life — It can be difficult to find our way in the murkiness of this world. Shine your light in our
hearts and upon your word, which comes to us in scripture and is interpreted through song, and poetry, and
creed. May these words settle into our hearts that we might see ourselves and you more clearly. And may you
be glorified in our words and our reflection. Amen.

FOUR CALLING BIRDS—FOUR GOSPEL WRITERS: MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE & JOHN

What are they which are but four?

Four sweet Evangelists there are,

Christ's birth, life, death which do declare.

GOSPEL LESSON John 1:1-5, 14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and

without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life,

and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the

darkness did not overcome it.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory

as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

FIVE GOLDEN RINGS—FIVE BOOKS OF THE PENTATEUCH*

GENESIS, EXODUS, LEVITICUS, NUMBERS, DEUTERONOMY

Leader Script:

The five golden rings remind us of the first five books of the Bible. The song which follows offers glimpses of
some key moments and characters we find in the earliest chapters of God’s story.

HYMN God it Was Jesus Calls Us

God it was who said to Abraham, “Pack your bags and travel on!”

God it was who said to Sarah, “Smile and soon you’ll bear a son!”

Travl’ing folk and a-ged mothers, wandering when they thought they’d done.

This is how we find God’s people leaving all because of one.

God it was who said to Moses, “Save my people, part the sea!”

God it was who said to Miriam, “Sing and dance to show you’re free!”

Shepherd-saints and tambourinist, doing what God knew they could

This is how we find God’s people, liberating what they should.

God it was who said to Joseph, “Down your tools and take your wife!”

God it was who said to Mary, “In your womb I’ll start my life!”

Carpenter and country maiden, leaving town and trade and skills

This is how we find God’s people, moved by what their maker wills.



SIX GEESE A LAYING—SIX DAYS OF CREATION

Leader Script:

As we reflect on the six days of creation, settle in for an interpretation of the opening chapters of Genesis, as
written in James Weldon Johnson’s poem, The Creation.

(Note: This audio/video version of The Creation, read by James Earl Johnson could be used rather than a
reader. You might also consider the audio with liturgical dance.)

The Creation James Weldon Johnson
And God stepped out on space,

And he looked around and said:

I'm lonely—

I'll make me a world.

And far as the eye of God could see

Darkness covered everything,

Blacker than a hundred midnights

Down in a cypress swamp.

Then God smiled,

And the light broke,

And the darkness rolled up on one side,

And the light stood shining on the other,

And God said: That's good!

Then God reached out and took the light in his hands,

And God rolled the light around in his hands

Until he made the sun;

And he set that sun a-blazing in the heavens.

And the light that was left from making the sun

God gathered it up in a shining ball

And flung it against the darkness,

Spangling the night with the moon and stars.

Then down between

The darkness and the light

He hurled the world;

And God said: That's good!

Then God himself stepped down—

And the sun was on his right hand,

And the moon was on his left;

The stars were clustered about his head,

And the earth was under his feet.

And God walked, and where he trod

His footsteps hollowed the valleys out

And bulged the mountains up.

Then he stopped and looked and saw

That the earth was hot and barren.

So God stepped over to the edge of the world

And he spat out the seven seas—

He batted his eyes, and the lightnings flashed—

He clapped his hands, and the thunders rolled—

And the waters above the earth came down,

The cooling waters came down.

Then the green grass sprouted,

And the little red flowers blossomed,

The pine tree pointed his finger to the sky,

And the oak spread out his arms,

The lakes cuddled down in the hollows of the ground,

And the rivers ran down to the sea;

And God smiled again,

And the rainbow appeared,

And curled itself around his shoulder.

Then God raised his arm and he waved his hand

Over the sea and over the land,

And he said: Bring forth! Bring forth!

And quicker than God could drop his hand,

Fishes and fowls

And beasts and birds

Swam the rivers and the seas,

Roamed the forests and the woods,

And split the air with their wings.

And God said: That's good!

Then God walked around,

And God looked around

On all that he had made.

He looked at his sun,

And he looked at his moon,

And he looked at his little stars;

He looked on his world

With all its living things,

And God said: I'm lonely still.

Then God sat down—

On the side of a hill where he could think;

By a deep, wide river he sat down;

With his head in his hands,

God thought and thought,

Till he thought: I'll make me a man!

Up from the bed of the river

God scooped the clay;

And by the bank of the river

He kneeled him down;

And there the great God Almighty

Who lit the sun and fixed it in the sky,

Who flung the stars to the most far corner of the night,

Who rounded the earth in the middle of his hand;

This great God,

Like a mammy bending over her baby,

Kneeled down in the dust

Toiling over a lump of clay

Till he shaped it in is his own image;

Then into it he blew the breath of life,

And man became a living soul.

Amen.      Amen

https://youtu.be/d2nOk-50kXE


SEVEN SWANS A SWIMMING—GOD’S GIFTS OF THE LIBERAL ARTS

GRAMMAR, DIALECT, RHETORIC, ARITHMETIC, GEOMETRY,

ASTRONOMY, MUSIC

What are they which are but seven?

Seven liberal arts hath God sent down

With divine skill [our] soul to crown.

Note: The liberal arts probably is the most obscure of the references in the poem. The children’s message
(which could be offered intergenerationally) provides an outline that ties into the liberal arts. However, other
interpretations of the twelve days of christmas equate day seven with the gifts of the holy spirit (Romans
12:6-8): prophesy, service, teaching, encouraging, giving, leadership, and mercy. The children’s message could
easily be adapted to correspond to the gifts of the spirit.

ALL GOD’S CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Supplies: You will need a costume box with costumes representing the liberal arts. You might include seven,
but less is fine. Examples:

● Grammar (teacher - all about how we teach and the foundation for learning) — Book of ABC’s, fake
glasses

● Humanities
○ History — Costume piece from history (wig or hat, Hamilton t-shirt)
○ Languages — Speech bubble on a stick that says, “Yo hablo español.”
○ Political Science — Suit jacket and American flag representing a public official, scroll of the

Declaration of Independence or Bill of Rights
● Social Sciences

○ Sociology
○ Psychology — Labcoat and brain
○ Anthropology

● Fine Arts:
○ Theater — Mask
○ Music — Instrument, marching band uniform
○ Arts — Paint brush, smock

● Astronomy: Chart of stars, telescope

Say: Our twelve days of Christmas poem says that the seven liberal arts: grammar, dialect, rhetoric, arithmetic,
geometry, astronomy, music were sent by God. But a lot of those words seem really old fashioned to us today.
Let’s think about what the liberal arts look like to us today.

Today, I’m looking for a few volunteers to help us illustrate the liberal arts. (Choose volunteers. Quickly deck
them out in costumes, explaining the costumes and have them stand up.)

Ask: Thinking about these different arts, how could they be a gift from God . . . or maybe a gift to God. (If no
one volunteers an answer, you may say something like, “For instance, Joe dressed like an artist. How is art a
gift from God or a gift for God?” Examples if you need them:



● Languages — Help us to communicate and understand one another. Can be use to make us not afraid
of people who are different and build peace.

● Psychology — Helps us when we are stressed or sad or confused to understand our feelings and to
work towards ways of feeling healthier and less afraid.

● Music — Brings us joy. Gives us sounds for praise.
● Art — Helps us find beauty. Makes us happy or challenges us.

Say: God weaves through all parts of our lives and our learning not just what happens in the church on
Sundays. And God provides us tools to understand one another and the world, and tools for making beauty
and sharing joy. We can find God everywhere.

Let us pray:

Dear God, there is so much to learn about our world and about one another. Thank you for inspiring us. Thank
you for helping us. You help us to communicate with each other, to understand how we feel, to learn about
our world so we can make it better, and to have reasons to dance, sing, and praise. You make our world and us
so interesting. Help us to use what we learn to help others know you and your love. Amen.

_______________

Note: If you are singing We Three Kings, continue: As we continue in worship, let’s sing a song that reminds us
that astronomers back in Jesus’ times used the arts and their learnings to find you.

If you are feeling playful, you can sing The Twelve Days of Christmas with your congregation as a reminder that
music (like all the liberal arts) can point to God and bring joy from God. This is a great way to capture some
seasonal levity. Because it’s long, you may want to just teach a bit and then sing from day twelve. Consider,
splitting the worship space in half and having each side stand and sing alternating parts. One possibility for
breaking up the singing (for extra silliness and flare):

Left: On the twelfth day of Christmas my true love sent to me:

Right: Twelve Drummers Drumming
Left: Eleven Pipers Piping
Right: Ten Lords a Leaping
Left: Nine Ladies Dancing
Right: Eight Maids a Milking
Left: Seven Swans a Swimming
Right: Six Geese a Laying

All: Five Golden Rings

Right: Four Calling Birds
Left: Three French Hens
Right: Two Turtle Doves

All: and a Partridge in a Pear Tree

CAROL #151 We Three Kings of Orient Are Kings of Orient

We three kings of Orient are; | bearing gifts we traverse afar,

field and fountain, moor and mountain, | following yonder star.

O star of wonder, star of night, | star with royal beauty bright,

westward leading, still proceeding, | guide us to thy perfect light!



EIGHT MAIDS A MILKING—THE BEATITUDES Matthew 3:1-10

What are they which are but eight?

Eight Beatitudes are there given

Use them right and go to heaven.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples

came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the

kingdom of heaven.

CAROL #147 The First Nowell The First Nowell

The first Nowell the angel did say

was to certain poor shepherds in fields where they lay,

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

NINE LADIES DANCING—THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT

LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS,

GENTLENESS, SELF-CONTROL

INVITATION TO SHARING

Leader Script:

In Galatians 5, we read of the fruit of the spirit blossoming in nine ways that turn our lives from selfishness
towards graciousness and generosity. In response to God’s great love for us, let us offer the gifts of our time,
our energy, our talent, and our treasure — lives bearing fruit that flavor the world with peace and hope.

OFFERING



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Note: Prayer adapted from intercessions for Christmas, Presbyterian Church. Book of Common Worship, 2018
(p. 192). Presbyterian Publishing.

Leader Script:

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, let us pray for the life of the world. Today’s prayer will provide time for
our own silent reflections. I’ll offer a prompt, such as, “We pray for the church . . . “ and will allow us time to
offer our own prayers in the quiet of this space. When I offer the phrase, “O Christ, our light,” we will all join in
together, saying, “hear our prayer.”

Let us practice that one time together . . .

Let us pray.

God of Christmas day and every day,

We pray for the church . . .
With Mary, help us to treasure and ponder the gift that has been given to us, a gift of good news and great joy
for all. O Christ, our light, hear our prayer.

We pray for the world . . . With the prophets, help us to proclaim the promise of your peace for all nations and
your justice for all people. O Christ, our light, hear our prayer.

We pray for this community . . . With the shepherds, help us to keep watch over those entrusted to our care
and all who need protection this night. O Christ, our light, hear our prayer.

We pray for loved ones . . . With the angels, help us to offer signs of hope, comfort, and joy for all who live in
fear. O Christ, our light, hear our prayer.
_____

If adding specific intercessions for your community:

Remembering your angel’s message, “Do not be afraid!” we pray with hope and joy for . . . (insert specific
intercessions here).
_____

Holy One, as you have come to dwell among us, show us how to live as your faithful people, sharing the good
news of your grace with all; through Christ, your Word made flesh. And hear us now as we join together in the
prayer that Jesus taught us, saying . . . .

...Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.



TEN LORDS A LEAPING—THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

Leader Script:

Let us join together in this shared affirmation, which comes to us from The Study Catechism, a learning tool for
confirmation students which teaches through a format of questions and answers.

What are they which are but ten?

Ten statutes God to Moses gave

Which, kept or broke, do spill or save.

from The Study Catechism Confirmation Version, Questions 68-69

What are the Ten Commandments?

The Ten Commandments give a summary of God's law for our lives. They teach us

how to live rightly with God and one another.

Why should you obey this law?

Not to win God's love, for God already loves me. Not to earn my salvation, for Christ

has earned it for me. Not to avoid being punished, for then I would obey out of fear.

With gladness in my heart I should obey God's law out of gratitude, for God has

blessed me by it and given it for my well-being.

BEARING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD

ELEVEN PIPERS PIPING—THE FAITHFUL APOSTLES

SIMON PETER, ANDREW, JAMES, JOHN, PHILIP, BARTHOLOMEW,

MATTHEW, THOMAS, JAMES BAR ALPHAEUS, SIMON THE

ZEALOT, JUDAS BAR JAMES

Leader Script:

As we prepare to go into the world, we reflect upon the witness of the earliest disciples of Christ, who
accompanied Jesus along his earthly ministry of healing, teaching, worshiping, praying, and calling out
injustice. And we remember those first apostles, who went forth sharing the good news, like singing angels
and story-telling shepherds, into a world that did not yet have the privilege of knowing Christ’s love.

As we offer together the words of our most ancient creed, we join our faith story and our call to action with
theirs. Let us join together in saying what we believe using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.



TWELVE DRUMMERS DRUMMING—POINTS OF THE APOSTLES’ CREED

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

1
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

2
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;

3
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,

4
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;

5
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;

6
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

7
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

8
I believe in the Holy Ghost;

9
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints;

10
the forgiveness of sins;

11
the resurrection of the body;

12
and the life everlasting. Amen.

CAROL #132 Good Christain Friends, Rejoice In Dulci Jubilo

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Leader Script:

Hear now this blessing which comes to us from the Iona community in Scotland. (Written by Pat Bennet)

May we who have knelt
at the manger
always have room
to hold within ourselves the Christmas Child.

May we who have gazed on the face of God
learn to live fully,
and to share freely
all that we have and are.
so may Emmanuel — God with us and for us —
be once again
incarnated in the world.

And may the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
go with you this day and every day.

Amen . . . and Merry Christmas.

POSTLUDE


