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The Stewardship of God’s Resources

We have been inviting pastors and
commissioned pastors (CPs) from
the participating presbyteries to be
participants in the Pastoral Leadership
Revitalization (PLR) program.
Their stories are diverse. One of our
participants has discovered how much
the sale of Cabela’s to Bass Pro impacts
a whole community, including the
church. Another pastor recognizes that
her congregation in rural Nebraska,
which is primarily white, no longer
reflects the town, which is now over
50% Hispanic. One pastor serves four
churches across two counties. And one
relatively newly ordained pastor said,
“As a 56-year-old person, it is awkward
because I think people expect more. In
reality, I am a 2-year-old pastor. This is
a second career and the learning curve
is steep.” The hope of PLR is to help
this pastor–and the other pastors and
CPs–to master that learning curve.
Currently, we have 40 pastors and
CPs who will receive coach mentoring
beginning this fall. Thanks to the grant
that OPSF received from the Nebraska
Presbyterian Foundation, we are able to
include pastors from the Nebraska portion
of the Presbytery of Plains and Peaks and
also pastors from Homestead Presbytery.
In addition to these two presbyteries, our
participants come from Missouri River
Valley, Northern Kansas, Heartland,
Missouri Union and Giddings-Lovejoy
Presbyteries. We have pastors and CPs
serving rural areas, small towns, and
large cities.
MORE ABOUT PLR ON PG 7

The Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation
(OPSF), as well as the Presbyterian Church (USA),
depends upon the health and vitality of our
congregations. At the Foundation, we are making a
concerted effort to partner with seminarians, pastors,
congregations, presbyteries, synods, seminaries,
and non-profit organizations to revitalize the local
church. Part of this effort is the Pastoral Leadership
Revitalization program whose story appears again
in this newsletter and our website. Other elements
include the annual Apollos scholarships for seminarians and Marilyn Jackson
grants. In addition, we are offering clergy coaching, spiritual direction, church
consulting, chaplaincy training, interim ministry training, lifelong learning events,
and program support for continuing education programs.
How does the Foundation find the resources to offer all of these initiatives? Some
believe that we have a large endowment that pays for everything. That is actually
not the case. We, like the broader Presbyterian Church (USA) that we seek to serve,
have to be good stewards of God’s resources that are entrusted to us. Part of those
resources are the corpus that the Foundation invests and the earnings from those
accounts. However, invested resources cannot pay for all of the efforts listed above,
much less the many more that we would like to do. Moreover, even the maximum
earnings from the corpus are unable to keep pace with the needs of the Church.
We are seeking new partners for our mission. We greatly appreciate the individuals,
churches, and organizations who have contributed to the Foundation in the past and
encourage you to continue to do so. We are hoping to add to this faithful group of
donors some additional supporters who share our vision of a renewed and revitalized
Presbyterian Church (USA).
I would be glad to speak with anyone who
would want to join with us in this effort.
Grace and peace,

The Rev. Dr. Gary S. Eller
President
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INTRODUCING THE 2019 APOLLOS SCHOLARS

B L AK E A . CO LLI N S
HOWARD B. DOOLEY SCHOLARSHIP
Mr. Collins is entering his first year as a Junior at McCormick
Theological Seminary in Chicago, Illinois. He is under
the care of Baltimore Presbytery and is a member of First
Presbyterian of Howard County in Columbia, Maryland.

MIDEUM HONG
EUGENE C. DINSMORE SCHOLARSHIP
Mr. Hong will embark on his Senior year this fall at Princeton
Theological Seminary in Princeton, New Jersey. He is under
care of Western Colorado Presbytery where he is a member
of the First Presbyterian Church in Durango, Colorado.

JAM E S P. MAR TI N
SILAS G. KESSLER SCHOLARSHIP
Mr. Martin is beginning his first year as a Junior at Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Austin, Texas. He is a
member of Douglas First Presbyterian Church in Douglas, Arizona
and De Cristo Presbytery oversees his preparation for ministry.

MARGAR E T L . P OTE E T
ROBERT K. ADAMS SCHOLARSHIP
Ms. Poteet is a third year Senior at Princeton Theological Seminary
in Princeton, New Jersey. She is a member of the Presbyterian
Church of Chestnut Hill in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and her
preparation for ministry is guided by Philadelphia Presbytery.

CO U R TNAY G . VE A Z E Y
WILLIAM L. MULFORD SCHOLARSHIP
Ms. Veazey is beginning as a first year Junior at Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Austin, Texas. She is a
member of Idlewild Presbyterian Church in Memphis, Tennessee
and is under the guidance of the Presbytery of the Mid-South.

Honoring

OPSF LEADERS
In 1992, the Foundation
began to offer scholarships.
The first scholarships honored
Foundation leaders: Robert K.
Adams, an attorney; Eugene
C. Dinsmore, an investment
banker; and Silas G. Kessler,
a Presbyterian pastor who
had served as Moderator
of General Assembly.
A fourth named scholarship
was added in 1994, honoring
Dr. Howard B. Dooley, who
graduated in one of the last
classes of the Presbyterian
Theological Seminary at
Omaha, and who was both
a lawyer and a minister.
To commemorate the 125th
anniversary of the Presbyterian
Theological Seminary at Omaha
and Omaha Presbyterian
Seminary Foundation, a fifth
named scholarship was included,
honoring Rev. William L.
Mulford, a member of the
Foundation’s Board of Directors
for 22 years, serving as the Chair
of the Continuing Education
Program (now called Lifelong
Learning Programs) Committee.

Each of the named
scholarships provide
the scholar with $6,000
annually during the
academic year.

Apollos Scholarship applications are accepted from students who are members of a Presbyterian Church
(USA) congregation, under the care of a Presbytery as a Candidate or Inquirer, and enrolled in one of the
eight theological institutions of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Applications may be submitted between
January 15th and April 15th and those honored with an award are notified in early September.
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SECOND LEVEL OF 2019 APOLLO SCHOLARS
Ten students were chosen as this year’s second level Apollos Scholars. This level
of Apollos Scholarships offers recipients a maximum $3,000 annually toward their
expenses while they are enrolled in the Master of Divinity degree program.

Austin Theological Seminary
AUDREY P. BURNETT
from First Presbyterian Church in Austin,
Texas and Mission Presbytery

University of Dubuque
Theological Seminary
LAWANDA M. HARRIS
from Pulaski Heights Presbyterian Church
in Little Rock, Arkansas and Arkansas
Presbytery

SHERYL R. PUDERBAGH
from First United Presbyterian Church in
Winterset, Iowa and The Presbytery of
Des Moines

Union Presbyterian Seminary
ERIN A. BURT
from Central Presbyterian Church in Atlanta,
Georgia and Greater Atlanta Presbytery

MARY G. REYNOLDS
from First Presbyterian Church in Knoxville,
Tennessee and East Tennessee Presbytery.

Princeton Theological Seminary
HANNA K. BINGHAM
Cottonwood Presbyterian Church in Salt
Lake City, Utah and Utah Presbytery

BRETT T. GUDEMAN
Black Mountain Presbyterian Church in
Black Mountain, North Carolina,
Western North Carolina Presbytery

JAMIE M. WHITE
Mount Olympus Presbyterian Church in Salt
Lake City, Utah and Utah Presbytery

Louisville Presbyterian
Theological Seminary
DANIEL A. VAN BEEK
First Presbyterian Church in Benton Harbor,
Michigan and Lake Michigan Presbytery

Columbia Theological Seminary
JULIANNA R. C. WHITSON
First Presbyterian Church in Prairie Grove,
Arkansas and Arkansas Presbytery
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M A R I LY N A . J A C K S O N G R A N T A W A R D E D

Congratulations,
TO SAN DY SAF FO R D!
Ralph Jackson established a living trust in
the name of his wife, Marilyn A. Jackson,
after her passing and gifted a portion to
Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation
with this statement: “To provide support
for pastoral leadership to persons who
are serving small Presbyterian churches
at least five years with a first preference
for racial ethnic and minority students in
these 13 states: Colorado, Iowa, Kansas,
Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska,
North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota,
Utah, Wisconsin and Wyoming.”

Dear Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation,
Thank you for the generous gift from the Marilyn A. Jackson Grant. With gratitude I accept
the grant of $3,000 as the Commissioned Lay Pastor at Byers Community Church in Byers,
Colorado and the Presbytery of Denver.
The photo above is me with a few of the Byers congregation with our local First Responders at
the Byers Firehouse. This photo was taken as we delivered Firehouse Buckets that contained waters
and snacks from our Summer WorKship, “Hometown Heroes” where in Worship we filled the Buckets
with thank you notes and Blessings while exploring the Biblical heroes and our everyday heroes.
I have had the joy of serving as a Presbyterian (USA) Elder and Christian Educator commissioned to serve as Commissioned
Lay Pastor for six years. It has been a great joy to weave my Christian Education background with my training as a Lay Pastor
to serve this wonderful congregation on the I-70 Corridor. We are a small church with a great big God, celebrating 109 years
of ministry in Byers, Colorado. I am the only female Commissioned Lay Pastor currently serving a congregation in Denver
Presbytery and have grown through this opportunity. The congregation of Byers Community Church is a neighborhood
church of 42 people with 22 regularly in worship. We are a congregation with a heart for children and youth although they do
not fill our pews and for serving our Community. Our favorite season is summer when we participate in the Byers 4th of July
and Deer Trail Rodeo Parades with a float and feature a Summer Worship Series. We also offer “King’s Kids” Music Camp for
young children and have filled our sanctuary with 18 kids singing and learning music that gives glory to God. We are looking
forward to celebrating our 110th Birthday of the Church in March of 2020.
I am a lifelong Presbyterian who has served the church as a Christian Educator in a variety of positions in Utah and Colorado
for over 25 years. I also serve as partner and consultant for FAITHSENSE Consultants for Educational Ministries, LLP,
serving churches in a variety of ways. I am proud to have two adult children and their spouses to call family. My son, Nathan
serves in the U.S. Army with his wife Annabel currently stationed at Fort Bragg in North Carolina and my daughter, Ashley, a
middle school Math teacher and her husband Owen, a High School History teacher who live in Morrison, Colorado.
Ms. Sandy Safford
Commissioned Pastor & Educator; Byers Community Church
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Ten Scriptures
ON STEWARDSHIP
As the programmatic year for the
church begins to ramp up, Sunday
School classes resume after a
summer hiatus, and attendance
picks back up after the summer dip,
many churches are also considering
what to do for their stewardship
campaigns this fall.
I also encourage you and your
congregation to reflect on
stewardship throughout the year,
not just for a few weeks in October
or November. To the right are some
scriptures and brief reflections
that you can use to do that. These
can be incorporated into liturgies
and prayers. Consider using these
scriptures that point to our Christian
call to gratitude, generosity and
stewardship not just as the invitation
to offering, but use them as a call to
worship, or during the prayers of the
people, or as an additional scripture
reading that ties into your sermon.

EDITOR’S NOTE
Rev. Greg Allen-Pickett recently wrote
the above piece for the Presbyterian
Foundation’s Stewardship Ministry blog
suggesting 10 scriptures that can be used
for stewardship themes. We’re reprinting
here with permission. Greg is pastor at
First Presbyterian Church Hastings, NE
and also a previous Apollos scholar.

1

GENESIS 1:1-5

2

GENESIS 9:1-3, 16-17

3

GENESIS 45:1-5

4

EXODUS 16:11-16, 31

5

PSALM 24:1-5

The Creation Story

Start at the very beginning! This verse reminds us that God created everything,
so all that we have is ultimately from God. It is also a reminder that God brings
light into our world, and as children of the light, we are called to live lives of
gratitude and generosity, giving back to the work of God out of the abundance
that God has shared with us from the very beginning!

Noah, the Aftermath of the Flood and the Rainbow
This story is another reminder of God’s generous provision to humanity. God
provides for our basic needs and also establishes an everlasting covenant with
us. Our response must be one of gratitude and generosity for this abundant
provision. We can be inspired by the image of the rainbow and the reminder
that God will provide for us, so we are called to respond generously to provide
for the needs of others through stewardship.

Joseph Offers Forgiveness to his Brothers
The Joseph novella in Genesis, chapters 37-50, provides a beautiful case study
in modeling generosity. Joseph is mistreated by his brothers and sold into
slavery. He rises to become Pharaoh’s vizier. His brothers come to Egypt in the
midst of a famine and Joseph shares generously with his brothers, giving them
not just food but forgiveness. This story reminds us that we have received so
much from God: food for our bodies and forgiveness to heal our spirits and
our lives. Therefore we are called to respond generously, just as Joseph responds
generously to his brothers in their time of need.

God Provides Manna to the Israelites in the Wilderness
The provision of manna to the Israelites wandering in the wilderness is a
reminder that God provides abundantly for all of us. The details in this story
of “meat at night and bread in the morning” and the delicious description of
the manna offer a unique perspective that God doesn’t just give us the bare
minimum, but provides abundantly. In turn, we are called to share abundantly in
our response to God, not just offering the bare minimum, but offering our best.

The Earth is the Lord’s, and All that is in It
Similar to Genesis 1, this Psalm reminds us that everything we have is from
God. But then it takes us a step further and tells us that to see God face to face,
we cannot lift up our souls to what is false. Money and consumerism can easily
become a false idol, particularly in our US context. We are called to recognize
that all we have comes from God. Acknowledging God’s abundance and
provision, and then sharing generously from that provision will help us move in
the direction the Psalmist tells us to, to have clean hands and pure hearts. And
we are promised blessing, vindication and salvation when we do that.

LEARN ABOUT THE OTHER FIVE SCRIPTURES AT
PresbyterianFoundation.org/ten-scriptures-for-your-stewardship-theme
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O P S F S U P P O R T S FA I T H A R O U N D T H E WO R L D
I’m a former Apollos Scholarship recipient and continue to be very grateful for how that scholarship supported my
seminary education at the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary and, further, enabled an unusual ministry path.
I was reminded recently that I should briefly share an update with you by a pastor in Eastern Iowa.
You may remember that I was sent by Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church (MAPC, New York City) to serve
Theological Education by Extension in Zambia for a year in 2014 and upon graduating from seminary.
I returned in late 2015 to serve as the Interim Associate Pastor of MAPC until the end of 2017.
At the beginning of 2018, I began working for the Reformed Church in America Global Mission raising support
to come here to Bahrain and serve as the Associate Pastor of the English Language Congregation (ELC) of the
National Evangelical Church (NEC) of Bahrain. This church was started by Rev. Dr. Samuel Zwemer and
others in the 1890s with a ministry that led to the development of the Al Raja School and the American
Mission Hospital—both that continue here. I was called to lead the congregation’s discipleship and
various ministries. The NEC is an organization of nine member congregations that share space and
worship in each of nine different languages (Arabic, English, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Korean, and
Filipino). The ELC is a congregation of about 500-600 participants from many different nations
including substantial contributions from India, the Philippines, Pakistan, and other Asian nations.
We have a very small minority of European and U.S. participants.
I’ve been blessed in meeting people from many different nations and in engaging the
local population. I originally expected a call into overseas mission, and seminary,
also, confirmed a call into parish ministry. I am very grateful that the Apollos
Scholarship has allowed me to minister in contexts in which a significant seminary
debt might have prevented me from serving. Thank you for your continued
ministry, and may God continue to bless seminarians and others through
the work that you do.
Grace and peace,
Rev. Andrew Smothers, Mission Worker, Associate Pastor
Manama, Bahrain. (elcnecbahrain.org)
Blog: andyinbahrain.tumblr.com
More Info: www.rca.org/smothers

Extend your Influence

B E YO N D YO U R L I F E TI M E
We usually think of stewardship applying to our weekly giving, but what about applying
the stewardship concept to giving of our assets? We are all blessed in different ways and have
benefited from God’s graces. Throughout our lifetime we strive to be good stewards of our assets,
but what about sharing those assets through our estate? We need our house to live in and our
retirement funds to live on, but today we can commit a stewardship gift for the future. We can
give back to God a percentage of what he has given us during our lifetime. OPSF can provide
support to our Presbyterian ministers into the future through your estate gift.

“
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As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one
another as good stewards of God's varied grace.”
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1 Peter 4:10

P LR CO NTI N U E D
F RO M PAG E 1
The first PLR retreat is September 15-18,
2019, at the Heartland Center in Kansas City.
Dee Cooper, Interim Executive Presbyter for
Heartland Presbytery, will lead workshops on
Leading with Appreciation and Moving from
Conflict to Connection. Landon Whitsitt,
Executive and Stated Clerk of the Synod of MidAmerica, will lead several workshops on the topic
“Fear, the Flock and Family Systems Theory.”
And, Jennifer Hope Kottler will be the worship
leader and spiritual director for the retreat. We
look forward to both learning and rejuvenation
at this retreat. The two other retreats will be in
October and November.

P LR AN D
STE WAR DS H I P
Thanks to the grant received from the Nebraska
Presbyterian Foundation, we are able to expand
the PLR program and offer a special seminar
for all participants. Two repeated themes in
the participant applications were declining
membership/worship attendance and declining
resources. A two-day special seminar on
stewardship and evangelism will be held in early
2020 to address these expressed issues that are
vital to the life of a congregation. We anticipate
the seminar will be held in central Nebraska.
Please watch the OPSF website for more
information on this seminar later this fall.
Rev. Becky Balestri,
PLR Program Manager

How Can You Help Open Doors

TO B R I G HTE R F UTU R E S ?
OPSF’s mission statement is to seek, develop and support excellence
in Christian leadership through Presbyterian Church (USA). In an
effort to fulfill that mission, the Foundation extends many financial
assistance opportunities for both seminary students beginning their
path to church leadership and clergy presently serving congregations and
their communities. Every year the need becomes much greater than the
Foundation budget is able to support.
Have you ever considered giving to OPSF but felt you could not afford an
amount that would make a difference? A monthly giving schedule may
be right for you. By setting up a recurring gift to OPSF your donation
will accumulate to help many future and current church leaders. See the
examples below on how a small monthly gift can quickly grow to help
those following God’s call.

PROGRAM

M O N T H LY G I F T

ANNUAL GIFT

Pastoral Spiritual Direction Grant

$35

$420

Pastoral Coaching Grant

$50

$600

Provides Seminarian Textbooks

$100

$1,200

Apollos Scholarship

$250

$3,000

Coach Training Scholarship

$300

$3,600

Apollos Named Scholarship

$500

$6,000
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R ETUR N SERV ICES R EQUESTED

Dear Friends of Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation,
As you read through this newsletter please take a moment to look at the
pictures. These are pictures of people, not churches. OPSF’s mission is
to “seek, develop, and support excellence in Christian leadership”. You
will also read about the ways that OPSF’s support has an effect around
the world as well as in local communities in the 13-state service area and
beyond. Churches are made up of people and so is the church leadership.
OPSF started as a building in 1891 as the Presbyterian Theological
Seminary at Omaha. But even then it was about people…training people
to lead and support church congregations (more about our history at
OmahaPresbyterianSeminaryFoundation.org/about-opsf-past-and-present).
That building was disposed of in 1943 but the calling continues. OPSF
is not a seminary. OPSF is not a bank. OPSF is not limited to Omaha,
Nebraska. OPSF is a non-profit foundation helping clergy through all
stages of their pastoral careers.
Your gift will not only help OPSF continue current programs but will help grow and expand its ability to strengthen pastors, congregations
and communities. Go to www.OmahaPresbyterianSeminaryFoundation.org and click the DONATE button today!

Visit OmahaPresbyterianSeminaryFoundation.org
to Learn More About Gifting Options

