
Central Nebraska Cohort Retreat 

 

 Pastors and commissioned pastors from Central Nebraska and Plains & Peaks Presbyteries 

gathered at The Leadership Center in Aurora, Nebraska, November 4-8, 2019, for the third Pastoral 

Leadership Revitalization (PLR) retreat.  The retreat workshop leaders were the Rev. Tom Sparks, a 

retired pastor, and his brother Chuck Sparks, an active Presbyterian elder.  Tim Slemmons, of Dubuque 

Seminary, was the worship leader.   

Tim invited two participants, Sharon Rees and Eddie Mariel, to provide music during the 

services.  Tim also played his guitar to open several of the worship services.  Additionally, Tim 

preached on the preaching presence of Christ, the spirit of prophecy and hidden manna.   

Tom and Chuck ‘tag teamed’ lectures and discussions on what they called the virtues of 

ministry:  stability, prayer, hope and self-care.  They also addressed Holy Space, focusing on how a 

congregation might re-purpose their building space.  One workshop addressed how to get things done, or 

organizing time and resources. 

 As with the other two retreats, the coaching mentors met with the pastors and CPs that they will 

be coaching mentoring for the next two years.  The coaching mentors shared their approach to coaching, 

listened to the concerns and circumstances of the pastors they will be coaching and set up appointments 

for the first sessions with their coachees.   

 A few of the big take aways for the Central Nebraska cohort were: “I need to be more aware of 

what the members of my congregation are giving,” “I need to develop a better stewardship action 

plan!!” and “how connected we really are.”  The takeaway for a commissioned pastor was “finding that 

many of the issues I face are issues that are also faced by other pastors, and some of the concerns and 

doubts that I experience are also shared by others.” 

This retreat was also a bit of a reunion for Dubuque faculty and graduates.  

 

 


