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FROM T HE PR ESI DEN T...
The Ministry of Coaching

I

n this edition of our newsletter we are highlighting the
ministry of coaching. There are two opportunities that
I want to underscore for you.

International
Coaching Week
May 7-13, 2018
Professional coaching has the power to transform
individuals and organizations. The best way to
discover this is to experience coaching firsthand.
Since 1999, this belief has fueled International
Coaching Week (ICW), a week-long celebration
that educates the public about the value of working
with a professional coach and acknowledges the
results and progress made through the coaching
process.
“Coaching is a powerful relationship where trained
coaches assist clergy to design their future through
clarifying and focusing on their unique gifts and
calling; and creating goals and strategies to achieve this
future while improving their flow and ease in all of
their lives. Coaching both develops the whole person
and accomplishes the results they are aiming
to achieve.”
~ Coach Training for Leaders
Is this what you need to take your ministry to the
next level? To learn more about Pastoral Coaching
visit our website. If interested contact Gary Eller at
gseller@opsf-omaha.org to see if you qualify for a
Pastoral Coaching Scholarship.
More about Coaching on page 3 & 4

The first is the Foundation’s program for Presbyterian
Church (USA) pastors and Commissioned Pastors serving
in our 13-state primary service region who want to receive
coaching. We have established a national network of
trained coaches who can provide you with up to eight
sessions of coaching. Many of these coaches are clergy and
all are very familiar with the issues facing clergy and other
church leaders. Most of our coaches are affiliated with the
International Coaching Federation (ICF) which is the
major international certifying and training association.
Prices have been negotiated in advance. The Foundation will pay one-half the cost of your
coaching. Payments are made directly to the coach after the first four sessions and following
the eighth session. At the conclusion of the coaching, we will ask for your evaluation and
the coach’s assessment of the process so that we can continue to develop and improve this
program. Many pastors and Commissioned Pastors are already making use of a coach
through the Foundation.
If you are interested in having a coach, use the following email: gseller@opsf-omaha.org
I will be back in touch with you as soon as possible. We will provide you with the contact
information of two or three coaches in our network who have confirmed their availability.
You would then have an initial conversation with those coaches and determine whether one
is a good match for you. Those initial talks are ordinarily free. The coach you select would
then contact opsf@opsf-omaha.org to confirm that an agreement has been reached.
The second opportunity is training to become a certified coach. The Foundation is partnering
with Coach Training for Leaders (www.empowercoaches.com) to offer online training. Our
initial cohort of trainees will begin their program just after Easter. The Foundation provides
one-half of the $3,500 tuition for each trainee. If you want to be part of the program, contact
me at the email address above. Scholarships are limited and restricted to Presbyterian Church
(USA) pastors and Commissioned Pastors in our 13-state primary service area.
We believe that coaching can be a great asset for those in ministry. We look forward to sharing
this resource with you and developing new coaches to serve in the mission of the Presbyterian
Church (USA).
Grace and peace,

The Rev. Dr. Gary S. Eller
President
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WINTER PASTORS’ SCHOOL 2018
After many years of convening the Winter Pastors’ School at Hastings, NE, this year presented a change of venue. The 2018 School was hosted at
Calvin Crest Camp, Conference and Retreat Center in Fremont, NE. The setting was well received even though winter did make its appearance
with a lovely snowfall.
Guest speaker, Dr. Gene Fowler, presented on his new book, “The Defaming Church: How and Why Congregations Abuse Pastors”. The topic was very
relatable and gave clergy a better understanding of the circumstances which produce these issues.
As we look forward to next year’s event, consideration is being given to holding the school later in the spring with hopes of preventing weather-related
travel issues. The 2019 Pastors’ School is planned for Monday, May 6 – Thursday, May 9. In an effort to make Pastors’ Schools accessible to more church
leaders in our 13-state region, we will consider new locations. Please check the website and FaceBook page for complete details as they become available as
well as other learning opportunities that may interest you.

WPS

“I thought this was a great presentation and
very relevant to the time.”

“The setting was perfect for the WPS.
I felt like I was at a ski resort!”

I’m thankful for the information presented and finding solace in knowing I’m not alone.
The fellowship with others is so valuable!”
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Why Pastoral Coaching
A pastor has always, and especially today, filled a variety of duties as the church leader. A fine balance is needed to fill all
the required roles and to feel confident doing so. This is where a Pastoral Coach can be a crucial asset. It is vitally important
that leaders have someone to walk alongside in their ministry journey. Below are some reasons why a coach may be a
helpful member of your team.
1. Outside perspective

6. Dealing with “people problems”

Ministry is one of the few careers that involves your entire being - it’s your
spiritual, professional, and social world. An objective third party can help
you find your place in these different worlds.

Ministry is a relational occupation, which means eventually you will
face people problems. A coach can help you think through those
people problems and how to face them head on.

2. Work-life balance

7. Learning from others’ experience

A coach can help you stay accountable to a healthy work-life balance.
Church leaders often work long hours, putting others before their family
and themselves. Someone who is outside your church but still aware of
your day-to-day routine can help you set healthy boundaries by reminding
you to say ‘no’ from time to time and help avoid burnout.

Leadership can be lonely. An experienced coach can help give you
context for what the stage in your ministry should look like at the time
helping you to stay on track.

8. Encouragement and support
You need to have someone who can celebrate your wins in good
seasons and sit and encourage you during tough seasons. In that, they
will continually point you toward Jesus and the main reason you’re
doing what you do.

3. Navigating tough situations
Working in ministry requires you to have difficult conversations on
occasion. It’s helpful to have an ally that can lead you in the right direction
in having those difficult conversations in an effective and thoughtful way.

9. Facing challenges

4. Guidance that is tailored to your stage of growth
Every pastor is different. Growth is exciting, but it also comes with
challenges. A coach can give you guidance in both the difficult and
exciting stages.

Challenges never cease to present themselves and don’t always get
easier with time. As a leader, you will face challenges, both good and
bad, so having someone to walk with you through those challenges is
important.

5. Goal setting

10. Opportunity to learn

Setting goals is key to constantly improving your ministry. A coach can
help you align your goals with your mission and vision and know whether
they align with the direction your church is headed.

Learning never stops. Learning makes us better and makes what could
be the boring day-to-day exciting.

Abridged from “11 Reasons Every Church Leader Needs A Coach” Posted by Kendal Drinkwine 6/28/17
From the Vanderbloemen Search Group blog

Coach Training for Leaders fulfills a unique need within the realm of ICF approved coach training schools bringing together the best coaching approaches
applied within the context of the church. Participants are equipped to help bring about transformation in the church and in the world. In addition to
learning new skills, participants grow in their own awareness and flow in their lives. Recently one student said, “the training was the most transformational
experience of my life.” Further, we continue to support our students and graduates through monthly virtual gatherings. Our next training opportunity
begins April 3 delivered virtually. See: www.empowercoaches.com.
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Ministry is not an easy occupation.
We all know that. This is true whether we are talking about lay or ordained ministry. The sheer number of people who are no longer in ministry because
they are burned out is astonishing. And for those in professional ordained ministry – the incidence of depression, and stress-related health conditions is
downright scary. But there is help. Engaging a Pastoral Coach is one of the most powerful and life giving options.
Coaching is “a way of effectively empowering people to find their own answers, encouraging and supporting them on the path as they continue to make
life-giving and life-changing choices.” In a coaching relationship, you are allowed to dream – then find ways to live your dream. Coaching helps people
to stop simply surviving life – but to truly thrive. All ministers have to deal with a huge variety of stressors. Some are easier than others to deal with.
Coaching is a way for ministers to identify the areas in their life that need attention and to develop and implement strategies to not only address the
stressors but to find ways to thrive in ministry and life.
As a coach, it is my job to come alongside you and offer support and encouragement. The agenda is yours – the dream is yours – and the growth and
success are almost guaranteed. Coaching allows people to identify areas of growth and develop a true path for achieving their true potential. The Omaha
Presbyterian Seminary Foundation is helping pastors experience the power of coaching by financially subsidizing the cost of coaching. In addition, I had
the opportunity to serve as the on-site pastoral coach for the Winter Pastors’ School.
It was a great honor to be able to support the learning and respite of the school’s participants in that way. Many took advantage of the opportunity to
experience coaching for the first time. Some were unsure how to approach the road to retirement, some were seeking ways to connect to a new call in a
different and complex context, some were trying to navigate the complexities of staff relationships and some were dealing with personal and/or health
related issues. And this is just a tiny sampling of the many different ways coaching can be a powerful resource for the church. I am hoping to be able to
partner with OPSF for similar opportunities in the future and am planning to offer coaching to Synod School participants as well.
I currently have openings in my coaching schedule. And if you’d rather not work with me, I’m more than willing to refer you to a colleague. But I
would highly encourage everyone in ministry to engage in a coaching relationship. Don’t wait until you are burned out and/or depressed. And if you
already find yourself on that road – now is the time to act! I have reduced rates for clergy and support funding is available from the Omaha Presbyterian
Seminary Foundation. I can be reached by phone at 402-870-1059 or email at cntpotter@gmail.com.
Charity Potter, On-site Winter Pastors’ School Coach, Pastor in Homestead Presbytery, former Apollos scholar

Dear OPSF,
I just finished my 8th coaching session. My sessions have been invaluable in
helping me through my first year of ordained ministry as a solo pastor. Having the
opportunity to ask questions and process ministry issues with an experienced pastor
and coach has helped me continue to grow more deeply into my calling. My coach
has helped me navigate some challenging situations and develop my leadership
abilities. I am so grateful to the Omaha Foundation for providing this grant.
Sarah Chivington-Buck, pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Alva,
Oklahoma & former Apollos Scholar
I have benefited greatly from my Coaching Sessions that the OPSF has helped
to provide. Truly it has been a gift of God! It’s great to have been given this
opportunity to further grow in my professional development. I value this gift highly,
it is time well spent. It is also something that will be continuing in the future.
Thank you OPSF for making this available to PCUSA Clergy!
Rev. Norlita J. Kaul, pastor in Missouri Union Presbytery
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Apollos alumni update…
Dear Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation,
I send greetings from America’s Heartland. I am writing today to express my gratitude for the ways that the
Apollos Scholarship of the Foundation supported me during my time in seminary.
The financial support of OPSF allowed me to better focus on the important theological and ministerial
development at Columbia Theological Seminary and at Decatur Presbyterian Church during my time working
with youth and families. This support also played a large role in helping me to graduate from seminary
without debt.
In December, the congregation of First Presbyterian Church of Salina, Kansas, voted to call me as their Associate
Pastor for Mission, Youth, Adult Education and Community Building. I began my work at FPC Salina on January 2nd. On January 28th, I was
ordained at my home church – Bayside Presbyterian in Virginia Beach, Virginia. Next Sunday (February 25th) I will be installed at FPC Salina.
At times, the last few months may have felt like a whirlwind. However, I have felt the winds of the Holy Spirit guiding me all along the way.
I am excited to go to work every day and have enjoyed getting to know my fellow disciples in Kansas.
I will forever be grateful for the Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation’s support.
Joyfully and gratefully, I am your brother in Christ.
Rev. Keith Phillips

Apollos Scholar update…
Thank you so much for your continued support of our family’s matriculation at Princeton Theological Seminary. Last semester was a blessing spiritually
and a success academically; I currently hold a 3.71 GPA. My favorite class was “Soil and Sabbath”, a Farminary class (classes that merge ecology and
theology) - http://farminary.ptsem.edu/.
My wife and I are the closest we have been in our ten years of marriage, and our boys are growing like weeds.
The Seminary just approved a two-year chapel residency
and I am excited about those possibilities after I graduate
in 2020. Today I interviewed to intern with Dean
Thames in the Princeton University Chapel, and I am
looking forward to becoming a candidate for ordination
this year. School is so good that I have thought about
PhD studies...just a thought for now.
Thanks again,
Daniel Heath
2.22.18
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LIFELONG LEARNING EVENTS
Synod School, an annual midsummer ministry of the Synod of Lakes and
Prairies of PC(USA), is for laity, clergy, families and singles. It’s fun and mindstretching courses, worship and singing you’ll long remember, and times for both
fellowship and private reflection.
Classes include several covering justice issues, contemporary culture and faith,
congregational life and much more.

Great Plains Wee Kirk Conferences provide opportunities for
pastors and lay leaders of smaller membership churches to find ideas for ministry
in their contexts, to experience encouragement, and to have their souls fed.

Convocation speaker Jason Brian Santos, mission coordinator for Christian
formation at the Presbyterian Mission Agency, is an ordained teaching elder and
holds a doctorate in practical theology from Princeton Theological Seminary.
He will explore what it means to be an intergenerational “Sabbath People” whose
lives are characterized by holy practices.

The Conference this year will be April 30—May 2, 2018 in the beautiful setting
of Calvin Crest Camp, Conference, and Retreat Center (www.calvincrest.org)
located along the Platte River near Fremont, Nebraska.
Our Featured Speaker is Rev. Chris Walker. Chris is a teacher, coach, pastor and
principle writer for EvangelismCoach.org. Chris says he was once the in-yourface obnoxious evangelist, but has grown in skill and grace. He is an ordained
pastor in the PCUSA, and has taught evangelism and church renewal in 8
different countries. He believes that the local church will not fulfill its mission
of reaching people for Christ if guests do not return and find a church home. It
is his goal to help Christians in their local churches to fulfill their mission AND
increase their comfort levels in sharing the “Riches of God’s Glory,” and in
welcoming others into their worshipping communities.

Evening worship will be led by Jana Childers, professor of homiletics and speech
communication, dean of the seminary and vice president for academic affairs at
San Francisco Theological Seminary. Hans Peterson and Nelson Morlock will
lead in music.

So what can you expect? Find out at: http://www.calvincrest.org/retreats/adultprograms/weekirk

EXTEND YOUR INFLUENCE BEYOND YOUR LIFETIME.

Remember Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation in your will.
Help OPSF to continue the support of seminary students and Christian leadership. The Omaha Presbyterian Seminary
Foundation is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. The Foundation’s
Federal Tax Identification Number is 47-0378999. All gifts made to the Foundation are tax deductible as allowed by
law. Please contact your financial advisor for specific information.
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the 223rd general assembly (2018)
st. louis, missouri
june 16 - 23, 2018
The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) meets biennially in even-numbered years. It consists of commissioners
elected by each of its 173 presbyteries. The GA is full of activities: business sessions, committee meetings, an exhibit hall, daily worship services, and mission tours sponsored
by the committee on Local Arrangements.
The assembly acts on hundreds of items of business, which it receives through the reports and recommendations of various assembly entities, and through overtures from
synods and presbyteries.
If you are an Apollos scholar (past or present), have experienced an OPSF sponsored event, or just want to say “hi”, Dr. Gary Eller will be in attendance June 19-20 and would
enjoy meeting with you.

Preaching Conference
First Presbyterian Church,
Tulsa OK

OPSF Pastors’
School
May 6 - 9, 2019

September 28-29, 2018
If you missed him at the 2016 Summer
Pastors’ School or at the 2017 Lakeshore
Center event this is your chance to learn
from Dr. Tom Long, one of the most
popular Presbyterian preachers and author.
Watch our website and Facebook page for
registration as it becomes available.

We have recently concluded the 2018 Winter Pastors’ School at Calvin Crest
Retreat Center in Fremont, NE. (see page 2 for more on the 2018 school).
The responses to Calvin Crest and the location were very positive as well as
appreciation for guest speaker, Dr. Gene Fowler.
As the Foundation works to make events geographically accessible to reach more
of the OPSF service area, future event locations will vary.
You’ve spoken and OPSF has listened…
Due to travel difficulties during the winter months, the school will be held in
the spring season rather than winter. Next year’s Pastors’ School is scheduled for
May 6-9, 2019 at Lakeshore Center at Okoboji, IA.  Lakeshore offers a relaxing
atmosphere as well as being close to other free time activities. The format and
schedule will be similar to that of previous Winter Pastors’ School.

Mark your calendars now to plan to attend!

Have you LIKED us on Facebook?
Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation is now on Facebook. Visit our page
often for updates, links to new webinar scholarships, fresh learning opportunities
and to stay connected. Don’t forget to LIKE our page and share!
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Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation is once again proud to be
participating in Omaha Gives!, a 24-hour charitable challenge organized
by the Omaha Community Foundation. This year’s online giving
holiday will take place Wednesday, May 23 from midnight to midnight.
Mark your calendars because we need your help!
How can you help OPSF during Omaha Gives!?
• Save the date of May 23. It will be a great day to share your
enthusiasm for Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation and its
mission

OmahaGives.org

Wednesday, May 23, 2018

Thank you for your ongoing support of Omaha Presbyterian Seminary
Foundation and its mission. We are looking forward to the Omaha
community banding together again this year to give in a BIG way!

L E T ’ S

G I V E

• Schedule a gift! For your convenience you can schedule gifts
beginning May 1. We encourage you to donate early if you are unable
to participate on May 23.
• Spread the word! About OPSF and Omaha Gives! Tell your friends,
post on social media, mention us in your church bulletins.
• Like, Follow and Share the Foundation’s Facebook page and posts. Let
your Facebook friends and followers know how they can give.

T O G E T H E R

