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FROM THE PRESIDENT.. .

spiritual director…is not a counselor, a therapist, 
or an analyst, but a mature fellow Christian to 

whom we choose to be accountable for living our spiritual 
life and from whom we can expect prayerful support in 
our constant struggle to discern God’s activity.”  - Henri 
Nouwen

“Spiritual direction is the act of paying attention to 
God, calling attention to God, being attentive to God 
in a person or circumstance or situation….It notices the 
Invisibilities in and beneath and around the Visibilities. 
It listens for the Silences between the spoken Sounds.”                  
~ Eugene H. Peterson

In our Spring 2017 edition of Leadership Forum we announced that the Foundation is 
offering the ministry of coaching to pastors and Commissioned Pastors in our thirteen-
state region. As a result, several of you have begun working with a pastoral coach. If you are 
interested in participating, take a look at our website.

We are also connecting pastors and Commissioned Pastors from our region with spiritual 
directors. The arrangements are similar to the coaching program. The Foundation will 
provide up to one half of the cost of eight sessions with a spiritual director. We have a 
network of certified spiritual directors working with us to make this program available. If 
you are interested, contact me at gseller@opsf-omaha.org or call the Foundation office. We 
will refer you to one or more spiritual directors. Ordinarily, there is no charge for the initial 
session, which is to determine if that spiritual director is a good match for you.

If you decide to contract with a spiritual director, then the Foundation will be notified. 
The spiritual director will confirm the sessions were done. The Foundation will then pay 
the agreed upon scholarship directly to the spiritual director on behalf of the directee. Your 
payment would be one half of the rate.

Spiritual direction can be a real help to spiritual seekers and those who want a closer 
relationship with God. If you want to integrate spirituality into your daily life, then spiritual 
direction can be a valuable part of the discernment process.

We believe that affordable spiritual direction, like pastoral coaching, can be a great asset. 
That is why we are experimenting with these programs. We look forward to continuing to 
explore innovative ways to support you in your ministry.

Grace and peace, 
 

The Rev. Dr. Gary S. Eller
President

“A

P R E S B Y T E R I A N

LEADERSHIP

“Spiritual Direction for Ministry”

LEADERSHIP FORUMFORUM
P R E S B Y T E R I A N

The Hanover Presbyterian Church in rural Adams 
County closed its doors December 24, 2016, after 
133 years. Established in the 1870s, the church held 
its first service for its 29 charter members on July 3, 
1883, in the farm home of Henry Bexton. The Rev. 
Jacob Brinkema, the church’s first pastor, presided 
over the service. Prior to that, church members met at 
several locations across Adams County. The first church 
building was built for $2,500 in 1884 on a four-acre lot 
between Hastings and Glenvil donated by Dirk Lay. 

As it saddens many for this ending, out of it comes new 
beginnings for several students studying to become 
Commissioned Ruling Elders to serve PC(USA) 
churches. The congregation donated $6,000.00 to 
Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation to award 
scholarships to worthy persons following God’s call 
toward CRE training.  

Meet the scholarship recipients on page 4.

Hanover Presbyterian Church
June 22, 1949

BITTERSWEET BLESSING…
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WPS

Honoring OPSF 
Leaders…
In 1992, the Foundation began to offer 

scholarships.  The first scholarships honored 

Foundation leaders: Robert K. Adams, an 

attorney; Eugene C. Dinsmore, an investment 

banker; and Silas G. Kessler, a Presbyterian 

pastor who had served as Moderator of General 

Assembly.  A fourth named scholarship was 

added in 1994, honoring Dr. Howard B. 

Dooley, who graduated in one of the last  

classes of the Presbyterian Theological Seminary 

at Omaha, and who was both a lawyer and  

a minister.  

To commemorate the 125th anniversary of the 

Presbyterian Theological Seminary at Omaha 

and Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation, 

a fifth named scholarship was included, 

honoring Rev. William L. Mulford, a member 

of the Foundation’s Board of Directors for  

22 years, serving as the Chair of the Continuing 

Education Program (now called Lifelong 

Learning Programs) Committee.

Each of the named scholarships provide the 

scholar with $6,000.00 annually during the 

academic year. 

Introducing The  
2017 Apollos Scholars…
A P O L L O S  N A M E D  S C H O L A R S H I P S

Andrew Jared Bowman 
Senior at Union Presbyterian Seminary
Under the care of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina and 
a member of Black Mountain Church of Black Mountain, North 
Carolina. It is with profound gratitude that I accept the Eugene 
C. Dinsmore Scholarship which you have granted to me. I am 
honored by your acknowledgement and your support. I am pleased 
to be able to apply this scholarship to my further education.

Logan Dean Ellis 
Middler at University of Dubuque Theological Seminary
Under the care of the Presbytery of Central Nebraska and a 
member of First Presbyterian Church of Beaver City, Nebraska.
Having studied at Hastings College and worshiped at First 
Presbyterian Church of Hastings, I have seen and witnessed the 
influence of Dr. Kessler’s legacy of passion for ministry in the 
church.  Thank you for this financial support and your prayers.

Shawn Keeney Harmon
Middler at Louisville Presbyterian Seminary
Under the care of the Presbytery of Prospect Hill and a member of 
First Presbyterian Church of Lake Park, Iowa. I am accepting the 
William L. Mulford Scholarship with gratitude.  At this point in 
time, I am discerning a career in urban ministry and mission in the 
U.S. or in Europe with a partner church of the PC (USA).

Rosy Alexandra Robson  
Senior at Union Presbyterian Seminary
Under the care of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina and 
a member of Black Mountain Church of Black Mountain, North 
Carolina. I am delighted to accept this scholarship. I worked at 
Montreat Conference Center each summer in college, where God 
guided me in my discernment, introducing me to different parts of 
ministry, nudging me to ask questions, seek advice, and explore. 

Regina Lynn Meester 
Middler at Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary
Under the care of the Homestead Presbytery and a member of 
Heritage Presbyterian Church of Lincoln, Nebraska. Thank you for 
awarding me the Howard B. Dooley Scholarship. I am very grateful 
to the Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation for granting me 
this scholarship. I truly appreciate the financial assistance I will 
receive from this generous scholarship. Thank you again.

Extend your influence beyond 
your lifetime.  Remember 
Omaha Presbyterian Seminary 
Foundation in your will. 
Help OPSF to continue the support of seminary students 
and Christian leadership. The Omaha Presbyterian Seminary 
Foundation is a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)
(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. The Foundation’s Federal 
Tax Identification Number is 47-0378999. All gifts made to the 
Foundation are tax deductible as allowed by law. Please contact 
your financial advisor for specific information.
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Fifteen students were chosen as this year’s second level Apollos Scholars. This level of 
Apollos Scholarships offers recipients a maximum $3,000 annually toward their expenses 
while they are enrolled in the Master of Divinity degree program. 

Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Georgia

Leslie Ann Cox: 
Presbytery of St. Augustine and Memorial  
Presbyterian Church, 
St. Augustine, FL 

Glory Elizabeth Cumbow: 
Abingdon Presbytery and Glade Springs Presbyterian 
Church, 
Glade Spring, VA 

Hannah Elizabeth Ratliff: 
Heartland Presbytery and Village  
Presbyterian Church, 
Prairie Village, KS 

University of Dubuque Theological Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa

Christina L. Ennen: 
Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois and First  
Presbyterian Church, 
Greenville, IL 

Amy Nicole Wegele:
Olympia Presbytery and Westminster  
Presbyterian Church,
Chehalis, WA 

Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary,  
Louisville, Kentucky  

David Lawrence Annett: 
Presbytery of Cincinnati and Knox  
Presbyterian Church, 
Cincinnati, OH 

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Samantha Taylor Lowery: 
Presbytery of New York City and Fifth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church,  
New York, NY 

Christopher James Taylor: 
Presbytery of Coastal Carolina and Brownson  
Memorial Presbyterian Church,
Southern Pines, NC 

Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey  

Kyle Robert Anderson:
Presbytery of Carlisle and Silver Spring  
Presbyterian Church, 
Mechanicsburg, PA 

Zachary Calvo:
Seattle Presbytery and Mercer Island  
Presbyterian Church,
Mercer Island, WA 

Daniel Anthony Heath:
Presbytery of Charlotte and Covenant  
Presbyterian Church, 
Charlotte, NC

Melissa Ashley Martin:
Presbytery of New Brunswick and Nassau  
Presbyterian Church, 
Princeton, NJ

 
San Francisco Theological Seminary

Katie Lynne Brendler:
Glacier Presbytery and Chinook  
Presbyterian Church,
Chinook, MT

Ashley Lane Pogue:
Presbytery of San Francisco and Valley  
Presbyterian Church,
Portola Valley, CA

Union Presbyterian Seminary

Benjamin Shaw Brannan:
Providence Presbytery and Oakland Avenue  
Presbyterian Church,  
Rock Hill, SC 
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As Hanover Church closed its doors it opened windows 
for these Commissioned Ruling Elder students….

My name is Adrian Hunley. In my home 
church, the United Church of Bennington, in 
Kansas I serve as the parish clerk. It is a United 
Methodist/Presbyterian blend and has been for 
over 40 years. I am a proud Methoterian, my 
heart is strangely warmed in an orderly fashion! 
However, reformed theology stole my heart, as 
did the motto of reformed and always reforming. 
I currently fill pulpits in both denominations and 

I work as a massage therapist. My husband and I have been married 12 years 
and have 4 children. Our lives are busy, but very blessed.  Thank you very 
much for choosing me for your scholarship. The money will go a long way in 
assisting me as I go on my journey in the CRE program.

My name is Tiffany Horvath. I had two 
classes left at the University of Dubuque 
Theological Seminary to earn my CRE…but 
the way the last year had gone for me, I was 
pretty sure it wasn’t going to happen anytime 
soon. I knew there was no way I would 
be able to find the funds to complete my 
certification this year. As the former wife of a 

24-year Army officer, I have served in churches from Alaska to Hawaii 
to Kansas to Iowa. And I love what I do. Which is why it was hard for 
me to admit that I wasn’t going to be able to finish my CRE this year as 
I had been planning all along.  

Then I got an email from UDTS that informed me I was one of the 
first recipients of the OPSF Scholarships. I’m going to be honest here: 
I cried when I received it. I pray you know the difference this financial 
aid has made. The circumstances leading up to the formation of this 
scholarship are heartbreaking as it involved the closing of the Hanover 
church, but the closing of this church’s door opened a window for me. 
And mere words seem inadequate to express my sincere appreciation 
and thankfulness for this gift. But: thank you. Thank you to the 
OPSF and to the Hanover Presbyterian Church for giving me this 
opportunity. It means more to me than you may ever know.

First of all, THANK YOU again so very much 
for your kindness and generosity to help me 
ease the financial burden as I continue working 
toward completion of CLP/CRE courses at 
Dubuque Seminary. Please, just imagine what 
a BOOST your letter and scholarship has given 
to me---now magnify that 10-fold!  I truly 
appreciate this so much!  God’s Timing is Perfect!

I am Shonda Rae Galloway, 52 years old, Wife to Randell, Mom to 
Jeremy and Grant, Step-Mom to Jill and Ryan and Grandma to 13 
beautiful Grandkids.  Like many, my life has taken lots of twists and turns.  
The one constant is The Lord has had His Hand on my life, I know that 
full well!  I am a Certified Chaplain.  I have served as past Clerk of Session 
for the Paris Presbyterian Church. There, my Husband and I currently 
attend regularly and serve on the Elder Board.  Occasionally, I serve as 
Pulpit Supply. I have a passion for ministry especially women’s groups, 
and I enjoy working with senior citizens.  The next Chapter of my life is 
unfolding; to God be the Glory! Thank you all so much for your help!

I am humbled by your generous $500 scholarship 
award which will come in handy as I enroll in my final 
CRE course at University of Dubuque Theological 
Seminary. My name is Stephen Suiter and I retired 
from business in 2013 and started my UDTS courses 
shortly thereafter.  I am applying for part time work 
in Clinical Pastoral Care here at Genesis Hospital in 
Davenport, IA from which I am a CPE graduate. I’ve 
been quite busy since retirement. I have really enjoyed 

my CRE courses but look forward to graduating next spring.  Thanks again for 
your timely award which I will put to good use.

Thank you so much for the scholarship of 
$1000 to continue my education in the 
CRE program at University of Dubuque 
Theological Seminary. I appreciate the 
assistance very much although I agree that 
it is bittersweet gift the closing of Hanover 
Presbyterian Church. What a wonderful gift 
and beautiful way to continue to serve Christ’s 

Church. I am grateful for the financial support but equally so for the 
encouragement that you have given me!

Mary McClung Quam currently serves as the Transitional Presbytery 
Leader for the Presbytery of Milwaukee. In 2003, she was ordained and 
installed as a Ruling Elder, PC(USA) at Crossroads Presbyterian Church 
in Mequon, WI. Mary earned a Professional Certificate in Nonprofit 
Management to develop her administrative skills. As a former public 
elementary school teacher, she places a high value on her own learning 
and growth, and is now working to complete the Commissioned 
Ruling Elder certification program at the University of Dubuque 
Theological Seminary so that she will continue to grow in her ability to 
serve the Church with energy, intelligence, imagination and love.
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Summer Pastors’ School 2017  
This year marked the 61st anniversary of the annual Summer Pastors’ School held at Hastings College June 4-9.
 Fifty-seven pastors and CRE’s came together to learn, share and connect. 

As we look toward next year, to eliminate the conflicts of clergy that wish to attend the 2018 General Assembly, the OPSF Board of 
Directors has chosen not to host a 2018 Summer Pastors’ School. Please check the website and FaceBook page for other possible learning 
opportunities, including Winter Pastors’ School. (see back page)

”Always a tremendous 
blessing to participate at 
School for Pastors, this year 
especially so.”

“Absolutely nothing but professional and 
caring.  Difficult to be both.” 

“Well Done!  Was one of the first conferences I have 
been to in a long time where I was a student and didn’t 
feel like I knew more about the topic than the presenter.  
Hospitality of the staff was first rate”
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I believe the last update I gave you upon my graduation from McCormick 
Theological Seminary in May 2015 was that I had accepted a position to do 
a CPE Residency at Massachusetts General Hospital.  I loved my Chaplain 
experience as I had the opportunity to be the primary Chaplain for two in-patient 
Oncology units at the hospital. I had an excellent experience at MGH and came 
out of it knowing that I had a calling to pastoral care.

After my residency ended I spent the better part of a year searching for a call. My 
search was trying and frustrating, but I believe God was having me wait for this 
opportunity. At the beginning of August I started as the Associate Minister of 
Youth and Pastoral Care at Plymouth Church, United Church of Christ in Shaker 
Heights, Ohio. I am really excited about this position as it combines my love of 
pastoral care and working with youth. This upcoming September I will present in 
front of the Detroit Presbytery, and then hopefully be ordained into the PC(USA) 
in October. I overflow with the work God is doing in my life. 

At this juncture in my life I am once again reminded of the amazing blessing and 
gift that I was given by your foundation. My gratitude continues for the work that 
you do. Thank you being a part of my faith and vocational journey.

I wanted to email you an update after completing my first year at SFTS. This year has 
really wonderful. I’ve had a fantastic introduction to theological education, and I’ve 
been stretched so much with new ideas and new people. Everything I’ve been learning 
and absorbing has expanded my view of what Christianity has been and can be, and 
I am so excited by how the Church can transform to do new things for the world. I 
have loved all of my professors and the progressive community at SFTS has been so 
encouraging, uplifting and challenging in the absolute best way.

A few great things to update: - Our church community has just started our Mission 
Study to prepare ourselves for a Pastoral Search. As chair of that committee, I’ve been 
able to pull a lot of what I’ve been learning from theology, pastoral care, and even 
church history. It’s been an amazing way to put my studies into action so quickly as we 
rediscover and redefine our community. - This fall, I’ll be touring six southern states 
with the SF Gay Men’s Chorus as a singer and coordinator of our faith community 
outreach. We’re partnering with More Light Presbyterians as well as many other 
denominations to have church gatherings of music, speaking, Q&A’s and more. Can’t 
tell you how excited I am to connect with more PC-USA churches as we bring an 
inclusive, open-minded message to faith communities in the region.

I am so grateful to OPSF for your support of my education and my ministry. Thank 
you all so very much. I’m looking forward to my second year (and beyond), and I will 
be sure to update you along the way :-)

Have you LIKED us on 
Facebook?
Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation is now on Facebook. Visit 
our page often for updates, links to new webinar scholarships, fresh 
learning opportunities and to stay connected. Don’t forget to LIKE 
our page and share!



7

LifeLong Learning Events
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“Adaptive Leadership & Resiliency for the 21st Century Ministry”
October 2-5, 2017 at Stoney Creek Hotel & Conference Center, Columbia MO

You won’t want to miss these Guest Speakers!
Mark Sunby ~ Consultant, Teacher, Counselor & ordained United Methodist pastor specializing in ministry personality and leadership assessment 

Mary Kay DuChene ~ Leader of strategic planning, execution efforts and development of staff at Easter Lutheran Church in Eagan, MN focused on 
helping people identify and embrace their leadership gifts.

Sponsored by Synod of Mid America, Missouri Union Presbytery & Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation

Details and registration at http://www.mupresbytery.org/

“A Day with Dr. Thomas Long”

Friday, October 13, 2017, 9am-4pm at Lakeshore Center at Okoboji
Guest Speaker, Dr. Thomas Long, author of “The Witness of Preaching” will talk about how preaching today can recover the voice of enchantment in 

the face of disenchantment, the voice of wisdom in the face of uncertainty, and the voice of disruption in the face of complacency.
Sponsored by the Presbyteries of Prospect Hill, Minnesota Valley, North Central Iowa and Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation.

Details and registration at http://www.lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org/

“Durfee Lecture Series presents…Dr. Leonard Sweet”
October 14-15, 2017 at First Presbyterian Church, Wichita, KS

Guest Speaker, Dr. Sweet, is currently the E. Stanley Jones Professor of Evangelism at Drew University, Madison, NJ and a Visiting Distinguished 
Professor at George Fox University, Portland, OR and author of more than fifty books. Topics will include “A New Homiletics for the New Re-

formation”, “A Tale of Two Birds: Deep Faith in a Shallow Culture” and “Raising Hell and Raising Roofs”.
Underwritten by First Presbyterian Church Durfee Lecture Series and Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation

Details and registration at http://firstchurchwichita.org/media/durfee-lecture-series

“Teaching Fish to Walk: Church Systems and Adaptive Challenge”
November 13-14, 2017 at Mt. Olivet Conference & Retreat Center, Farmington, MN

Guest Speaker, Dr. Peter L. Steinke, author and internationally respected church consultant, will present at this lifelong learning event for PCUSA 
clergy, Commissioned Pastors, and lay leaders.

Sponsored by the Presbytery of Twin Cities and Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation

Details and registration at http://omahapresbyterianseminaryfoundation.org/
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Winter Pastors’ School   •   February 5-8, 2018
Mark your calendar now to plan to spend time with fellow clergy at Winter Pastors’ School with guest speaker Rev. Dr. Gene Fowler. Dr. Fowler will share insights into 

“The Defaming Church: How and Why Congregations Abuse Pastors”. Discussion will focus on “What became known as ‘Clergy Killing’ is rampant today. A contemporary 
understanding of this abuse of clergy based on new and effective resources will be presented.” 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS…

This event is especially valuable for those members of Committee on Ministry and 
Committee for Preparation on Ministry!

Learn more at www.omahapresbyterianseminaryfoundation.org and take a minute to 
read the testimonials of 2017 school participants and check out the photos.

Winter Pastors’ School ~ February 5-8, 2018 ~ 
NEW Location… Calvin Crest Conference & Retreat Center

2870 County Road 13, Fremont, NE 68025

For more information go to www.omahapresbyterianseminaryfoundation.org
This event is co-sponsored by Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation and Quad Presbyteries.

Attention COM & CPM members!


