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From the Board of Directors…
Has it already been a year
since I agreed to serve as
the OPSF Board Chair?
Actually, I have been
associated with the OPSF
since 1980, when I worked
with the late Howard Dooley
to host the first Presbyterian
Pastors’ School on the
Hastings College campus. Prior to that time, the school
was hosted by the University of Nebraska Omaha.
Howard was a member of the OPSF Board and graduate
of the Omaha Presbyterian Seminary.
I continue to be excited by the good work being done
by Dr. Gary Eller, President of OPSF, and his staff as
we continue to seek, develop and support excellence
in Christian Leadership throughout the Presbyterian
Church (USA).
I would like to recognize Pastor Sandy WainwrightRossander, who will go off the OPSF Board after
serving 18 years, including the past four years as Vice
Chair. Thank you Sandy, for your commitment to the
OPSF and its mission. I am pleased to report that Scott
Darling has agreed to replace Sandy as our Vice Chair.
Please contact me if you have suggestions or questions
about OPSF. My cell number is 402-469-1449 and my
email address is pdudley@hastings.edu
Best regards, Phil.

C

oaching is a powerful resource for ministry.
Many of you reading this column may know
someone who has worked with a coach. But the
potential cost of coaching has prevented you from
making such an arrangement for yourself.
Now our foundation, in collaboration with
Auburn Theological Seminary in New York, is
prepared to assist you in getting coaching. We
will provide scholarship assistance to a limited
number of Presbyterian Church (USA) pastors and
Commissioned Ruling Elders, for up to half the cost
of six coaching sessions each. This offer is restricted to the thirteen-state region which is our
primary service area. Take a look at our website to confirm that you are eligible.
This is how the program is designed. If you are interested, simply contact me at
gseller@opsf-omaha.org or call the Foundation office. We will make a referral for you to
speak with a coach. There is no charge for the initial session, which is to determine whether
you can establish a productive coaching relationship with that particular coach. The coaches
will all be part of the Auburn Seminary program and familiar with issues in ministry.
If you decide to contract with the coach, then the Foundation will be notified. The coach
will confirm the sessions were done. The Foundation will then pay the agreed upon
scholarship amount directly to the coach. Your payment would be one half of the rate.
We believe that affordable coaching can be a great asset. That is why we are experimenting
with this new program which begins April 17. We look forward to continuing to explore
innovative ways to support you in your ministry.
Grace and peace,

The Rev. Dr. Gary S. Eller
President

Whether you are an ordained pastor or a Commissioned Ruling Elder, a coaching
relationship can assist you with vital social and organizational change.
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Recharge Your
Ministry
Did you miss the chance to attend the Winter
Pastors’ School? Another opportunity of discovery
and rejuvenation is knocking on your door June
4-9, at the Summer Pastors’ School. Recharge your

WPS

ministry at Hastings College with guest speakers
Rev. Dr. Gary Neal Hansen, author of “Kneeling
with Giants: Finding a Prayer Life that Fits”,
Rev. Dr. Samuel Poore, sharing prayer practices
in “Adventures in Prayer”, and Rev. Dr. Anna
Case-Winters, offering insights into “Theology at
the Edge of Scientific Advancement”. Dr. Marcia
McFee, professor, worship designer, author,
preacher and ritual artist, will lead worship services.
Enrollment is limited. Apply today! For more
information and to meet the rest of the faculty visit
http://omahapresbyterianseminaryfoundation.org/
2017-Summer-Pastors’-School.html

Winter Pastors’ School
February 6th—9th proved to be four days of renewal and discovery for the 22 pastors
and clergy that convened at Hastings College to interact with Rev. J.C. Austin, vice
president for Christian Leadership formation at Auburn Theological Seminary.
During the Winter Pastors’ School, he shared insight regarding “Fearless Leadership
in an Anxious Age”,
especially to its effects
on church leaders and
the church overall. Visit
the Foundation’s website
for more photos of
fellowship and fun.

SAVE THE DATE!
Join clergy from the OPSF 13-state region as featured speaker Rev. Dr. Gene Fowler shares insights
into “Churches’ Defamation of Pastors”. Mark Feb 5-8 on your calendars as your time to bond
and build your ministry during the 2018 Winter Pastors’ School.
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What’s New
NEW GRANT OPPORTUNITIES…STILL PAYING OFF STUDENT LOANS?
OPSF MAY BE ABLE TO HELP!
Seminary Foundation has sponsored scholarships to several recent webinars,

$$$$$$$$$$
Educational Debt Relief Grant…

many in partnership with The Presbyterian Outlook magazine. Watch

In addition to the long-running Apollos Scholarship program that offers financial

your emails or check the OPSF Facebook page to learn of newly supported

assistance to current seminary students, OPSF is now offering Educational Debt

webinars as they become available. There are a limited number of

Reduction grants to ordained clergy that still have student loan balances.

scholarships per webinar.

COACHING SCHOL ARSHIPS…
IS THIS FOR YOU?

$$$$$$$$$$
Marilyn A. Jackson Scholarship modifications…
The Marilyn A. Jackson Scholarship was previously designated for seminary

What coaching does:

students of ethnic diversity that will commit to small rural church leadership.

• Helps you identify individual issues relating to your ministry leadership

The Scholarship has now become the Marilyn A. Jackson Grant which is offering

• Helps you move towards solutions through organized and creative processes

debt relief to ethnically diverse clergy currently serving in small rural churches.

• Helps you work toward balance of ministry

The Foundation is now accepting applications for both the above programs now

• Helps you expand your leadership through pastoral ministry

through September 30, 2017.

• Helps you improve your abilities to organize and manage the
ministry process

Awards will be announced December 2017 with payments to the lending

What pastoral coaching is NOT:

institution mailed in January 2018. If you, or someone you know, may qualify for

• It is not counseling

this assistance, visit omahapresbyterianseminaryfoundation.org for all qualifications

• It is not psychoanalysis

and application forms.

• It is not therapy
• It is not vocational guidance

APOLLOS SCHOL ARSHIP
Q UA L I F I C AT I O N S C H A N G E S …

• It is not spiritual direction
A limited number of scholarships are being offered now. See the front

Beginning with the 2017 Apollos scholarship applications, students enrolled in

page article for more details and requirements to qualify or visit the

Master of Arts programs as well as Master of Divinity program were invited to apply.

Foundation website. To apply contact Gary at the OPSF office or email
gseller@opsf-omaha.org.

WEBINAR SCHOLARSHIPS…
Unable to attend either of the Pastors’ Schools? How about revitalizing yourself
and your ministry through the wonders of technology? Omaha Presbyterian

With Sincerest Gratitude And Appreciation…
…the Foundation thanks the following Directors and/or Advisors for their endless dedication and countless hours given to continue the OPSF mission to seek,
develop and support excellence in Christian leadership through the Presbyterian Church (USA).
• Sandra Wainwright-Rossander shared eighteen years of service as an Advisor, Director and recent years as Vice-Chair of the Board of Directors.
• Robert “Ross” Rossander gave ten years of collaboration on the Council of Advisors.
• Dan Voigt finished five years of inspiration on the Council of Advisors   
Prayers for continued health, happiness and success as they conclude their service with the Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation.
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Save the Date
“Adaptive Leadership and Resiliency for 21st Century Ministry”
Stoney Creek Hotel and Conference Center, Columbia, MO • October 2-5, 2017
GUEST SPEAKERS
Rev. Dr. Mark Sunby has served as a consultant, teacher, and counselor in the field of psychology for over twenty years. For
the past fourteen years, as executive director of North Central Ministry Development Center, he has specialized in personality
and leadership assessment in ministry, with an emphasis on health and wholeness, leadership development, and conflict
skills training. Mark is an ordained United Methodist pastor in the Wisconsin Conference and a psychologist. He earned his
Doctorate in Counseling Psychology from the University of Minnesota, Masters of Divinity from the University of Chicago,
and Bachelors from St. Olaf College.

Mary Kay DuChene is committed to developing leadership excellence, especially in the church setting. Her passion of helping
people identify and embrace their authentic leadership gifts, in combination with her experience in business leadership and
coaching, enables her to help pastors become more successful and satisfied leaders. Mary Kay is on staff at Easter Lutheran
Church in Eagen, MN. In her role at this large ELCA congregation, Mary Kay cares for the development of staff and lay
leaders, and leads the strategic planning and execution efforts.
Sponsored by Synod of Mid America, Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation and Missouri Union Presbytery
To register go to http://www.mupresbytery.org/

2017 Church Growth
Leadership Summit
8 am Monday, April 24 to 4 pm Tuesday, April 25
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 2110 Sheridan Blvd, Lincoln, NE 68502

Join a two-day summit to discover practical strategies to grow your
church! There is no “one size fits all” answer. A diverse group of
successful church leaders will share a variety of strategies. Featured
speakers include: Susan Forshey, Ross Thompson, and Richard
Brown. This event is open to all denominations. Register online at
www.friendlypresbyterianchurches.org. Kris Peterson, Grow Project
of Central, Homestead & Missouri River Valley Presbyteries,
krisp@homesteadpres.org

402-580-0947

Have you LIKED us
on Facebook?
Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation is now on
Facebook. Visit our page often for updates, links to new
webinar scholarships, fresh learning opportunities and to stay
connected. Don’t forget to LIKE our page and share!
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Synod School 2017
July 23 - 28, 2017, Buena Vista University, Storm Lake, Iowa

Why Synod School? Here are some
“good reasons” right here
J. Herbert Nelson, left, stated clerk of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.), will be the convocation speaker, and Cláudio Carvalhaes,
well-known speaker and worship leader, will lead evening worship. Nelson,
a noted speaker and preacher, and a strong force on issues of social justice,
previously served as director of the PC(USA) Office of Public Witness in
Washington, D.C.

Carvalhaes, a native of Brazil, joined

Rev. Dr. Gary Eller will be the primary facilitator of the first class

the faculty of Union Theological

of a two-year biennial class for those interested or committed

Seminary in New York City last fall.

to becoming a CRE. Seventy classes for adults, as well as a full

He previously served on the faculty

program for children and youth, provide great opportunities for

of Lutheran Theological Seminary

learning, renewal and fun. The full catalog is available at http://www.

in Philadelphia, Louisville (KY.)

lakesandprairies.org! Online you will also find a question-and-answer

Presbyterian Theological Seminary,

form (including questions and answers for first-time attendees),

and McCormick Theological

information to let you know what to expect from Synod School’s

Seminary in Chicago. Just a few years

children and youth program, a list of tips to help your child at

ago Carvalhaes was the convocation

Synod School, and there’s even a list of good reasons to attend Synod

speaker at Synod School.

School. Register today!

Trouble the Waters.
Heal the World
…a seminary for the 21st century

Auburn Seminary is one of the oldest religious institutions in the US… but that doesn’t mean we’re old school. Auburn is meeting the urgent needs for leader-centered
experiential education, innovative and groundbreaking research, impactful digital initiatives, and multi-faith justice movement building.
Auburn equips leaders with the organizational skills and spiritual resilience required to create lasting, positive impact in local communities, on the national stage, and
around the world.
We amplify voices and visions of faith and moral courage. We convene diverse leaders and cross-sector organizations for generative collaboration and multi-faith
understanding. And we research what’s working — and not — in theological education and social change-making. Take a look at what’s happening at
http://auburnseminary.org/courage/
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Apollos Scholar Spotlight
Greetings! My name is Garam Han, 3rd year M.Div/MAPT student
at Columbia Theological Seminary.
I would like to say thank God and thank you so much
for my scholarship in two years. The scholarship and your
prayers I have received from the Foundation enables me to
continue the theological study. As an international student,
financial support is one of the difficulties to focus on study. I
am thankful to God that the Apollos scholarship has helped
me focus on study without financial concerns.
Now, I am on the ordination process as an inquirer in
PC(USA). I am going to do my CPE this summer at
Gwinnett Medical Center in Georgia. Thankfully, I have an
opportunity to study abroad in England during Fall 2017. I
am looking forward to have another experience God planed
for me in England. I would like to say that your financial and prayer support gave me
encouragement to have a confidence to keep following God’s calling.
I know what I learned and had are not only from my efforts, but also God’s
amazing grace. I hope I share God’s amazing grace what I have received with
God’s people.

I’m currently located in St. Louis, MO,
in Giddings-Lovejoy Presbytery. I just
celebrated the one-year anniversary of
my ordination, and I continue to enjoy
serving part time as the pastor of Affton
Presbyterian Church. Since October, I have
also been serving part time as the chaplain
of an organization called the Concordance
Academy for Leadership, where I work
directly with people getting out of prison. Additionally, I am
enjoying a position on the board of a primarily Lutheran (ELCA)
group that plants churches in prisons around the country, called
Prison Congregations of America. On the whole, I am engaged in all
the ministry I have spent so many years preparing for. I might not
have had the qualifications or the financial freedom to accept these
opportunities had it not been for the encouragement and financial
support of the Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation. Thank
you! To God be the Glory!
John Harrison, Apollos scholar 2013

I received the Omaha Presbyterian Seminary
grant/loan each year I was in seminary from
1984-1986. When I entered seminary in
January 1984, my wife and I had 3 children
ages 5 and under. Money was extremely
tight and every bit we received in assistance
really helped. My first call was to the First
Presbyterian Church in Clinton, WI. Even
though Clinton was a small town in a rural setting, Wisconsin was
the only state in the Synod of Lakes and Prairies not covered by the
Omaha Presbyterian Seminary’s list of states where a minister could
serve and have their loan forgiven. Fortunately, when I explained the
situation to the church they agreed to pay the loan for me.

I am going to graduate on May 2018 (since I am a dual degree student, I am
in 4-year program), and plan to serve God’s churches. I don’t know yet the
way to serve, but I am praying about it. I am sure that God will lead me and
show me the way. I love to keep sharing my journey with OPSF. Thank you
again for your generosity, love, and prayer. Again, I am deeply grateful. Love
& Blessings.

It has been a joy to serve as a teaching
elder for over twenty years. I have served
three congregations: in Fort Dodge, Iowa
(associate pastor); in Clarion, Iowa and in
Spicer, Minnesota. My service to the larger
church has included various capacity at the
Presbytery level including vice-moderator and
moderator and a General Assembly overture
advocate and commissioner. I also had the
privilege of serving on a Synod of Lakes and Prairies committee and as
a Synod School teacher. In addition to my call to serve as a minister, my
husband, Doug, and I embraced God’s call to be foster and adoptive
parents. We adopted six children through the foster care system.
Candace Adams, Apollos scholar 1992

From Clinton, WI I moved to Williamsburg, Iowa where I served
the church from 1996-2005. While at Williamsburg I attended the
Omaha Presbyterian Seminary’s School for Pastors. In 2005 I was
called to serve as the pastor/head of staff of The Presbyterian Church
of Danville, KY, a historic church begun by David Rice in 1784.
Danville is a small city of 17,000 located in the Bluegrass region of
Kentucky and is home to Centre College which was begun by the
pastor of the Presbyterian Church in 1819. I’ve been here ever since.
I appreciate the help I received from the Omaha Presbyterian
Seminary Foundation.
Grace & peace, Jim Stewart, Danville, KY

6

PRESBYTERIAN LEADERSHIP FORUM

SPRING 2017

Richard J. Shaffer Jr.
Senior Pastor and Head of Staff
Oswego Presbyterian Church, Oswego, Illinois
Is it possible for a pastor’s call to evolve over time? Most
definitely. In this day and age, it is rare when a pastor
stays in the same setting for the entirety of his or her
career. Most pastors will move to another church at
least once, and some do it many times. In other cases,
we might find ourselves moving into different types of ministries, often serving
God in places beyond the parish. And in my case, I moved from life as a parish
pastor into theological education and then back again. It has been a most unusual
and rewarding journey.
After graduating from the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary in the
mid-1980s, with help from the Omaha Presbyterian Seminary Foundation, I
served congregations in Vail, Iowa and Worthington, Minnesota. Both churches
were full of faithful, caring people who loved the Lord and had a heart for mission
and ministry beyond the walls of the church building. Looking back, they were
patient teachers who helped me understand the importance of sharing Jesus’ love
in contexts where hard work, faith and family connections were both valued and
essential. They reminded me that regardless of the size of the congregation, most
ministry is very personal.
After 17 years as a pastor, I was invited to serve as Associate Dean and Assistant
Professor of Ministry at UDTS, where I had the opportunity to share my pastoral
experience with men and women who were learning to become leaders in the church.
I was privileged to be involved in theological education during a period of incredible
transition in both the church and the academic world. Part of my calling was to help
interpret the needs of the larger church through the lens of one who had been there.
Through it all I never stopped being a pastor and after twelve years and hundreds of
students, a strange thing happened – I felt that God was calling me to go back out into
the church to practice what I had been teaching.
I am now serving as Senior Pastor and Head of Staff at the Oswego Presbyterian
Church in Oswego, Illinois, a dynamic congregation in one of Chicago’s western
suburbs. And every day when I go to work, I am grateful for the lessons I learned along
the way. The experiences of my earliest congregations are still formative for me as a
pastor. And I am still a teacher, just as I was at UDTS, but in a context that requires
me to practice what I teach and not just lecture about it. Although the church is a very
different place today, those basic lessons first learned in the seminary classroom and
now practiced in the congregational context, are as relevant now as they were then. I
am grateful for the role that the Foundation played in my growth as a pastor and am
thankful for their continuing ministry to the future leaders of our church.
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An Omaha Presbyterian Seminary
Foundation Scholarship helped the Rev.
Dr. Annika Lister Stroope graduate from
McCormick Theological Seminary in
Chicago in 2001. She was ordained as a
Minister of Word and Sacrament in the
Presbyterian Church (USA) to her first
call as a chaplain at Macalester College
in St. Paul, MN in 2001. In 2002, she began a decade-long call at
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Minneapolis. Since 2012, she has
served as Senior Pastor of the Federated Church of Columbus, NE, a
congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and United Church of
Christ. She completed a D.Min. in Preaching through McCormick and
the Assoc. of Chicago Theological Schools (ACTS) in 2013. She serves
on the boards of the Nebraska Presbyterian Foundation and the Center
for Survivors of Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault.
Dr. Annika Lister Stroope, Apollos Scholar 1999

Kendra joined the staff of
Potomac Presbyterian Church,
in Potomac, Maryland in
February 2010 and served
as Associate for Spiritual
Development for Youth and
Children until her ordination
in November 2012. She now
serves as Associate Pastor for Family Ministries. Born
and raised in Hastings, Nebraska, she attended Coe
College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, graduating Summa cum
Laude with Bachelor of Arts Degrees in Biology and
German Studies. In 2009, she received her Masters of
Divinity from McCormick Theological Seminary in
Chicago, Illinois. Kendra is passionate about building up
welcoming and interconnected church families. She is
also passionate about congregational transformation and
helping congregations explore new ways of sharing Christ’s
love. She and her husband are preparing to welcome their
second child, due April 16 (Easter Sunday). 2017.
Rev. Kendra Grams, Apollos Scholar 2006
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We are excited to again be a part of the Omaha area’s charitable holiday Omaha Gives! The is the 5th annual 24-hour
charitable challenge that begins May 24th, 12:00am through 12:00am May 25th. The giving begins at midnight with
a minimum $10 donation (but you may schedule your donation as early as May 1st). Hourly drawings and prizes
sponsored by the Omaha Community Foundation make your donations go even further.

